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Bottom line. On your facts there is one route that can finish before your OPT ends: complete the

education-review and NAVLE steps of ECFVG, and run the California out-of-state fingerprint hard
cards in parallel - that step alone takes 45-60 days and is the one people discover too late. CPE is
scheduled last. California board fees total $950 ($350 application + $100 state law exam + $500 licence)

and exclude NAVLE, ECFVG fees and fingerprinting. The scarce resource is not money - it is three
waiting periods (Section 3).

1. Your situation, and the basis for this report

Item Detail

Education BVSc (India), not AVMA-accredited; 5 years small-animal practice; currently on F-1
OPT expiring March 2027

Target jurisdiction California - California Veterinary Medical Board (https://www.vmb.ca.gov/)

Your constraint Licence in hand before OPT expiry, to move to an H-1B-sponsoring role

Sources used Board fees and fingerprint channel taken from the board's own publication
(https://www.vmb.ca.gov/applicants/schedule.shtml, captured 19 October 2026)

One common error, corrected. For a non-AVMA degree, passing NAVLE does not by itself make you

licensable in California. The board requires ECFVG (or PAVE) status first; NAVLE is one step inside that
process. People who do it in the wrong order lose months.

2. The three routes, side by side

Route What you do
Fastest
realistic
timeline

Risks and
bottlenecks

A. ECFVG
(recommended)

Education review → NAVLE → CPE clinical skills

exam → ECFVG certificate → California application

12-20 months,

driven by CPE
seat availability

CPE seats are the

single largest
uncertainty; missing
a cycle costs
months

B. PAVE Credential evaluation + NAVLE + supervised
clinical practice with an evaluating institution

14-24 months Whether California
accepts PAVE must

be confirmed case
by case; you must



find the evaluating
site yourself

C. Licence
elsewhere, then
endorsement

Obtain a licence in another state, then apply for
California endorsement

Bound to that
state's timeline

Does not solve the
non-accredited-
degree problem; a

detour most
applicants cannot
complete

Common to all three: NAVLE, the California state law exam (True), and fingerprinting. The routes differ only in how your
education is recognised.



3. The three waiting periods that decide whether you make your deadline

Waiting period Duration Why it cannot be compressed
Action for you, this
week

ECFVG education review Per AAVSB's
current published

timeline (we verify
at intake)

Documents must be sent directly by the
school and the evaluating body; you

cannot expedite them

Start official transcript
and syllabus dispatch

today

California fingerprinting
(out-of-state hard cards)

45-60 days
(board application
instructions)

Live Scan is unavailable out of state;
DOJ BID-7 / FBI FD-258 cards travel by
post - physical time

Roll prints at a local
law-enforcement
agency this week and
mail with BID-7; do not

wait for ECFVG

NAVLE test window Fixed annual

windows

A missed window costs roughly half a

year

Identify the window

you can still make and
work backwards

Key point: these three can run in parallel. Most applicants run them in series and lose 4-6 months. Your
OPT timeline does not allow series.

4. Step-by-step action table (Route A)

# Step What you actually do Documents
Typical
duration

1 ECFVG registration Open your file with AAVSB, pay, obtain ECFVG
ID

Passport copy,
degree certificate

1 day if
documents
ready

2 Education review School sends transcript and course syllabi
directly (stamped, English or certified
translation)

Official transcript,
syllabi

Published
period +
post

3 Fingerprinting (in
parallel)

Roll prints locally on FD-258, mail with BID-7 to
California DOJ

Fingerprint cards,
BID-7, fee

45-60 days

4 NAVLE Register in an open window; have scores sent
directly to AAVSB and the board

NAVLE score report Per
window

5 CPE Choose a site; two weeks of focused clinical

practice (surgery, medicine, imaging,
anaesthesia)

CPE pass record Per seat

availability

6 ECFVG certificate AAVSB issues the certificate after all four
components

ECFVG certificate Several
weeks



7 California state law
exam

Pay $100; sit the exam as scheduled by the
board

Exam result Per exam
schedule

8 Licence application Board application + ECFVG certificate + NAVLE
+ law exam + fingerprint receipt; pay $350

Full application pack Board
review

9 Licence issued Pay $500; check the spelling of name and
address

Licence number -



5. Fee ledger - official fees separated from third-party costs

Item Amount Paid to / note

California official fees $950 California Veterinary Medical Board

NAVLE registration Per official
schedule

ICVA / NBME channel; this report does not quote it

ECFVG component fees Per AAVSB

schedule

Charged step by step

Fingerprinting and postage Tens of dollars Local agency plus international courier

Transcript and syllabus dispatch Per school Most schools charge an issuance fee

This report's fee Included in your

order

We charge only for the analysis and follow-up. We never
collect official fees and never submit anything to a
board on your behalf.

6. Fingerprinting - the step where California applications fail

California residents use Live Scan: electronic capture, results in days.

Out-of-state and overseas applicants must use hard cards: DOJ form BID-7 plus FBI form FD-258,

rolled by a local law-enforcement agency, completed on both sides, mailed to California DOJ with BID-

7.

The published processing time is 45-60 days. The usual reasons a card is rejected: unclear ridge
detail, too much ink, or a name that does not match the application.

Roll two sets: mail one, keep one. If the first is rejected you do not rejoin the queue from zero.

7. The five most common rejections, and the fix

Rejection Fix

Transcript not sent directly by the
school

Request an official transcript sent directly; a copy you forward yourself is
not accepted

Syllabi missing, extra coursework
demanded

Submit syllabi with hours and course descriptions; complete the specified
course if required

Fingerprint card returned Re-roll two fresh cards, add a short cover note, never send photocopies

NAVLE score not sent directly Order an additional official score report to AAVSB and the board

Name spelling inconsistent with
passport

Standardise on the passport spelling across every form; file a correction
letter for anything already submitted

8. What comes with this report (30 days)



Your order includes 30 days of follow-up by email: send us the board's letter, a returned form or a
screenshot, and we tell you what the next step is and how to phrase the reply within the framework of this
report.

What we do not do, stated plainly: we do not pay official fees for you, we do not submit documents to a
board, we do not give legal advice, and we do not promise an approval. The decision is the board's.



Appendix A - Document checklist (print and tick)

✓ Document Note

□ Passport bio page Name must match every form

□ Official transcript (sent by the school) English or certified translation

□ Course syllabi With hours; one missing
course means one more

request

□ Notarised degree certificate -

□ NAVLE score report (official) Confirm the recipients

□ ECFVG certificate Only after all four components

□ FD-258 cards + BID-7 Two sets, keep one

□ California state law exam result -

□ Application form + official fees $950 total

Appendix B - How Texas and New York differ (if you consider another state)

State Official fees CE / cycle Difference that matters to you

California $950 - / 2 yr Fingerprinting mandatory; out-of-state hard cards 45-60
days

Texas $560 17 h / 1 yr Licence issued within 7 working days of passing the SBE
(board statement); full review time not published

New York $372 45 h / 3 yr No state law exam, but NYSED document review is strict

This is a route analysis and document guide based on public official information. It is not legal advice and not a promise of
approval. Fees and procedures follow the board's and AAVSB's current publications; where they change after the date above,
the official page prevails. Sample client details are fictitious; figures and process are taken from the California Veterinary
Medical Board (captured 19 October 2026).
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